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Dear Salutation, 

As we begin this new year of 2022 I reflect on one of the possessions of Father José 
Walijewski—his old watch. It no longer functions but is a silent witness of a life well 
spent for others.  Similarly, each of us receives the gift of time. How will we use it? We 
can waste it or fill it with all sorts of distractions, games, programs and toys. Or we can 
invest it. We can invest the gift of time to serve our individual wants and needs and we 
can invest it to help lift others up and to give them hope. 

What I always admired about Father Joe Walijewski is how he viewed time as an 
opportunity to love God and neighbor. In almost every sermon he would talk about 
how we should respond to the sufferings of others. He would ask, “How can I simply 
return to my life as usual after I witness the suffering Christ in others?” He spent his time 
giving his life away to others. That spirit of generosity is what has inspired so many to 
come to believe in the love of God and to hope in humanity. 

Shortly before his death Father José wrote this prayer. It is a testimony of how he valued 
life. May this prayer inspire us this New Year. 

Prayer of Fr. José Walijewski
I do not know how long I will live, 
but while I live, Lord, let me give some comfort 
to someone in need by a smile or nod, kind word, or deed. 
And let me do whatever I can to ease things for my fellow man. 
I want naught but to do my part; to “lift” a tired or weary heart,
to change folks’ frown, to a smile again. 
Then I will not have lived in vain, and I’ll not care how long I’ll live, 
if I can give and give and give. Amen.

I pray that as we begin this New Year of 2022 we might value this gift of time which is 
only for a time; that we will spend ourselves in love for those that the Lord calls us to 
serve. I thank you all for all you do to bring hope and a future to the children under 
our care at Casa Hogar Juan Pablo II. We are called to prepare the next generation of 
mothers and fathers who in this moment of time are children. The seeds we plant can 
bring a future of hope to so many. I know of no greater work than to spend ourselves in 
this way. May the Lord give us strength this year to give and to share in this gift of time 
we call 2022. 

In Christ,
 
 

Msgr. Joseph Hirsch
Executive Director
Casa Hogar Juan Pablo II

YES, I want to join Fr. Joe’s Legacy and support the Mission!

□□ One-Time Gift (Paid in Full)
□□ Monthly Pledge
□□ Sustaining Gift (Indefinite monthly withdrawal)
□□ �Please include me on new virtual events and communication!  

Email: _______________________________________________
□□ �Please send me information on Legacy Gift Planning.
□□ �Please send me information on Casa Hogar Child Sponsorship.

Please select one of the following amounts

□□ �$500  □□ $100  □□ $25  □□ $250  □□ $50    □□ Other $______________

Total Amount Pledged  $___________      Total Amount Enclosed $___________ 
Please make checks payable to the Father Joseph Walijewski Legacy Guild. 
Please do not send cash.

□□ �Please do not send reminders.
□□ �Please do not send Acknowledgment/Thank You.
□□ �Please do not send Tax Statements.
□□ �This gift is anonymous.

Send prayer requests to: frjoesguild.org/prayer-request



2022

Our work is made possible because of your dedication. Thank you!
□□ ���Sustaining Gift, I authorize the Father Joseph Walijewski Legacy Guild to automatically withdraw from my checking account or debit my credit card 

account on the 15th of every month. Donations will continue indefinitely until notification to cancel is given to the Guild.

□□ ���For Electronic Funds Transfer from a checking account, please enclose a voided check.

□□ Credit Card: □□ ���VISA □□ ���MASTERCARD □□ ���DISCOVER □□ ���AMERICAN EXPRESS

Card Number: __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __

3-digit Security Code: __ __ __ Exp. Date: __ __ / __ __ __ __

Cardholder Name ______________________________________________________________________

Email ________________________________________________________________________________

Signature __________________________________________________  Date _____________________

By signing, I authorize the Father Joseph Walijewski Legacy Guild to debit/charge my account listed above. 
Charges will appear as Father Joseph Walijewski Legacy Guild.

For questions and comments, contact Sarah at 608-791-2653 or skomperud@diolc.org

GIVE ONLINE 
frjoesguild.org/donate

Thank you for
your support

Holy and Good God, your servant and priest, Father Joseph Walijewski,   

through priestly zeal and heroic holiness, defended innocence against the  

sadness of evil, especially to broken families and helpless children. 

Imaging the Compassionate Christ, he led others to the font of sacramental life  

and the knowledge of Jesus Christ as their True and Only Savior.

Heavenly Father, we humbly pray You to raise up Your servant, Father Joseph 

Walijewski, whose joyful priestly heart was resolute in the Heart of Christ Jesus, 

to the courts of heaven;  and, through Your Holy Spirit, who guides and leads the 

Church,  give him to us as a saint and hero of this generation. 

Through his example may there be a new urgency of souls for Christ.   

Through his intercession, I humbly ask (make your intention here) through  

Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Bishop William Patrick Callahan  
Diocese of La Crosse, Wis.

Prayer for the Beatification and Canonization of

Father Joseph Walijewski
(1924 - 2006)


